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interest yotrnfere, I am here at the request of your great-uncle,
the Count/

'What!* I <a$ed, 'does M.'de K&roual de St.-Yves remembe$,
the existence of such a person as myself, and will he deign^Cb '
count kinship with a soldier of Napoleon ?'

"*HTou speak English -well/ obsefve<t my visitor.

* Jt has been a-second language tame from a child/ said I.
'"I had an English nurse; my father spoke English with me;
and I was finished by a countryman of yours and a dear friend
of mine, a Mr. Vicary/

A strong expression of interest came into the lawyer's face.
f What!' he cried, * you knew poor Vicary ?'
' For more than a year/ said I; ' and shared his hiding-place
for many months.'

* And I was his clerk, and have succeeded him in business/
said he.    ' Excellent man!    It was on the affairs of M. de
K6roual that he went to that accursed country, from which he
was never destined to return.   Do you chance to know his end,
sir ?'

'I am sorry/ said I, 'I do. He perished miserably at the
hands of a gang of banditti, such as we call chauffeurs. In a
word, he was tortured, and died of it. See/ I added, kicking
off one shoe, for I had no stockings^ * I was no more than a
child, and see how they had begun to treat myself/

He looked at the mark of my old burn with a certain shrink-
ing, * Beastly people !' I heard him mutter to himself.

'The English may say so with a- good grace/ I observed
politely.

Such speeches were the coin in which I paid my way among
this credulous race. Ninety per cent, of our visitors would have
accepted the remark as natural in itself/ind creditable to my
powers of judgment, but it appeared my lawyer was more acute.

* You are not entirely a fool, I perceive/ said he.
'No/ said I; 'not wholly/

'And yet it is well to beware of the ironical mood/ he con-
tinued. 'It is a dangerous instrument. Your great-uncle has,
I believe, practised it very much, |mtil it is now became a
problem what he means/

'And that brings me back to What you will admit is a most
natural inquiry/ said I. 'To what do I qwe jbhje-pleasure of
this visit ? how did you recognise me ? and how did you know
I was here ?'

Carefully separating his coat skirts, the lawyer took a seat
beside me on the edge of the flags.

' It is rather a'ly .odd story/ says he, * and, with your leave.